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The 2018 Legislative session convened on Monday, January 8, and will run for approximately 

100 days.  We have a Republican Governor who has a history of being unsupportive of pro-

rights firearm bills and whose staff has worked behind the scenes to prevent good bills from 

leaving the Legislature.  While there is a still a solid Republican majority in the House this year, 

there is a paper thin Republican majority in the Senate.  All it takes is 2 Republican Senators to 

vote against a bill to create a tie, and a tie vote means the bill does not pass.  Unfortunately, 

there are 3 Senators, Kate Brophy McGee, Frank Pratt and Bob Worsley, that have a history of 

voting against bills that restore and protect your right to keep and bear arms.  As a result, it will 

be more challenging this year for good bills to pass.  The following are key bills that impact your 

Right to Keep and Bear Arms (RKBA).  You can view the status of all the bills we are monitoring 

this session at AzCDL’s Bill Tracking Page. 

Déjà Vu all over again 

When will Republicans work to support your rights as hard as Democrats work to disarm you?  

With consistency, the Democrats at the Legislature introduce substantially similar bills year after 

year to weaken your right to keep and bear arms guaranteed under the Arizona Constitution.  

Meanwhile the Republicans are clutching their 

pearls at the thought of upholding your rights.  

This year we’re hearing that the legislative lead-

ership doesn’t want any bills that would attract 

negative attention from the media.  Maybe they 

should change their party logo to a windsock? 

 

The following are bills, predominantly filed by Democrats, aimed at weakening your rights.  

Many of these bills have also been filed in prior sessions. 

 

HB 2023 (Rep. Randy Friese, D-LD9) and SB 1348 (Sen. Olivia Cajera Bedford, D-LD3) would 

add “bump stocks” and similar devices to the definition of prohibited weapons. 

 

HB 2024, HCR 2001 (Rep. Randy Friese, D-LD9)  and SCR 1015 (Sen. Steve Farley, D-LD9) 

are identical bills that would criminalize the transfer of personal property (your firearms) unless 

the firearm is surrendered to a Federal Firearms Licensee (FFL) and background checks are 

conducted.  This includes temporary transfers, such as loaning a gun to a friend.  Violation of 

the proposed law would be a Class 5 felony.  The real objective is not to stop criminals (they 

are called criminals because they don’t obey the law) but to register you and your firearms.  

HCR 2001 and SCR 1015 are proposed ballot measures for the upcoming election cycle.  Simi-

lar legislation and ballot measures have been filed by Democrats for the last six years. 

 

HB 2140 (Rep. Randy Friese, D-LD9) and SB 1347 (Sen. Katie Hobbs, D-LD24) would require 

the confiscation of your firearms if a “mental health injunction” was filed against you at the re-

quest of a family member or peace officer.  One of the indicators for being mentally ill is pur-

chasing a firearm in the last six months.  This is the third year that this legislation has been pro-

posed.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1801
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1781
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1798
http://www.azcdl.org/html/bill_tracking.html
https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1728
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1776
https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1728
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1782
https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1728
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1797
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2018 Legislation 

HB 2299 Rep. Randy Friese, D-LD9) 

and SB 1224 (Sen. David Bradley, D-

LD10) would require those on probation 

for any domestic violence violation to 

surrender their firearms.  This is legisla-

tion has been proposed for the last three 

years. 

 

HB 2354 (Rep. Kristen Engel, D-LD10) 

and SB 1374 (Sen, Kate Brophy McGee, 

R-LD18) are aimed at weakening state 

firearm preemption laws.  In particular 

they attack the statute that was instru-

mental in forcing Tucson to stop destroy-

ing seized and surrendered firearms.   

 

SB 1078 (Sen. Nancy Barto, R-LD15) 

and SB 1244 (Sen. Martin Quezada, D-

LD29) propose to expand membership 

in the state’s criminal justice commission 

to include members from professions 

and groups traditionally opposed to your 

right to keep and bear arms. 

 

SB 1231 (Sen. Juan Mendez, D-LD26) 

would nullify the “no duty to retreat” in 

the statutes justifying the use of deadly 

force for self-defense.  This type of legis-

lation has been proposed for the last 

four years. 

 

SB 1428 (Sen. Juan Mendez, D-LD26) 

is a home invader empowerment bill.  It 

would make it a crime to not store your 

firearm “without using a lock and key or 

combination on the trigger of the firearm 

or placing the firearm in a securely 

locked box or other container.”  Since 

2013, this is the fifth time this type of 

legislation has been proposed. 

 

As you can see, those who want to dis-

arm you will never stop.  Neither will we.   

 

AzCDL has an excellent track record of 

preventing bad bills, like those listed 

above, from becoming law.  Since we 

started counting them in 2008, we have 

stopped over 80 anti-rights bills that 

would make Arizona more like Califor-

nia.  With your support, we can add 

these bills to the dustbin of tyranny. 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Good Bills 

While many of those who claim to sup-
port your rights seem to be hiding, there 
are still legislators that do care about 
your rights.  The following are key pro-
rights bills that we are supporting this 
year. 
 
HB 2057, HB 2058, HB 2059 and HCR 
2002 are state militia related bills spon-
sored by Representative David Stringer 
(R-LD1).  As a group they primarily deal 
with membership, equipment and train-
ing for state militia members.  HCR 
2002 is a proposed ballot measure to 
amend the Arizona Constitution to elimi-
nate the upper age limit (currently 45) 
for militia members. 
 
HB 2172 (Rep. Travis Grantham, R-
LD12) would prohibit most Arizona col-
leges and universities from banning the 
possession of “nonlethal” weapons on 
campus. 
 
HB 2211 (Rep. Bob Thorpe, R-LD6)  is 
an AzCDL-requested bill that would 
specifically exempt firearms from a per-
sonal bankruptcy process. 
 
HB 2212 (Rep. Bob Thorpe, R-LD6)  
would eliminate the restriction that only 
Arizona peace officers cannot be pro-
hibited from carrying firearms in Arizo-
na.  The proposed law would extend the 
privilege to any law enforcement officer 
employed by any jurisdiction in the U.S. 
 
HB 2535 (Rep. Kevin Payne, R-LD21) 
would add to the statutes regarding the 
Department of Child Safety that 
"Notwithstanding any other law, the 
Department, the Director, a Child Wel-
fare Agency or a Governing Board of a 
Child Welfare Agency may not adopt, 
implement or enforce a rule or policy 
that relates to the possession, transfer 
or storage of a firearm." 
 
 
 

SB 1186 (Senator John Kavanagh, R-
LD23) is an AzCDL-requested bill that 
would raise the standard of evidence 
and bar the courts from seizing your 
firearms in cases involving a civil injunc-
tion against harassment. 
 
Current law allows for a civil injunction 
against harassment to be issued by a 
court if someone meeting a minimal 
standard of evidence can show they are 
“alarmed, annoyed or harassed” by 
your actions and can have your fire-
arms seized by law enforcement.  This 
is frequently done in an ex parte pro-
ceeding where you aren’t even present 
to defend yourself, and you can only 
respond after the fact. 
 
SCR 1001 (Senator John Kavanagh, R-
LD23) is a proposed ballot measure to 
amend the Arizona Constitution to re-
strict ballot initiatives to a single subject. 
 
SCR 1002 (Senator David C. Farns-
worth, R-LD16) is a proposed ballot 
measure to amend the Arizona Consti-
tution to require any ballot measure 
approved by popular vote to require a 
subsequent popular vote in ten years.  
Currently any law arising from a ballot 
measure approved by popular vote is 
permanent and can only be removed or 
changed by a subsequent ballot meas-
ure. 
 
Whether a bill lives or dies is largely up 
to us as citizen advocates.  If our legis-
lators don’t hear from us good bills will 
fail and bad bills will pass.  It is up to us, 
as activists, to advocate for legislation 
restoring and protecting our rights and 
demand that bad bills are stopped. 
 
In order to do this, we need activists, 
not just members.   As the session pro-
gresses, we will be asking you to use 
our Legislative Action Center to send 
targeted, pre-written emails to your leg-
islators and the Governor.  All it takes 
are a few mouse clicks to make a differ-
ence! 
 
AzCDL now has almost 15,000 mem-
bers. That can make for one very loud 
voice at the Capitol—but only if every-
one reading this commits to getting 
involved. 

 

Make a Difference. 
Be an Activist! 

https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1728
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1783
https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1759
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1801
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1788
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1802
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1799
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1799
http://www.azcdl.org/html/bad_bills_stopped.html
http://www.azcdl.org/html/membership.html
https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1748
https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1760
https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1744
https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1744
https://www.azleg.gov/House/House-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1765
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1796
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1796
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1789
https://www.azleg.gov/Senate/Senate-member/?legislature=53&legislator=1789
https://cqrcengage.com/azcdl/issues


 

 

Your AzCDL membership pays for pro-
fessional lobbying at the Capitol.  Our 
official representatives monitor legisla-
tion, get good bills introduced, testify at 
hearings, promote bills we support and 
call attention to bills we oppose. 
 
However, the effectiveness of our lobby-
ing efforts at the Capitol is dependent 
upon you contacting committee mem-
bers and legislators, letting them know 
that as a voting constituent you are 
watching what they are doing, expecting 
them to vote for bills you support and 
against bills you don’t support. 
 
You rely on us to get good bills intro-
duced, tracked and championed at the 
Capitol, but we need you to hammer the 
message home. 

Lounge Chair Activism 

From the comfort of your home or office,   
you can make your voice heard at the 
Legislature using two very powerful 
tools.   

RTS 

The first of these is the Request to 
Speak (RTS) system provided by the 
Legislature. 

Note: Using the “Request to Speak”  
system does not require you to “speak.” 

The original RTS system was a paper 
system set up in the last century to let 
committee chairs know when a person 
requested to testify at a committee hear-
ing. 
 
When the system was automated a fea-
ture was added to allow users to log-in 
via the Internet and voice their opinion 
on a bill scheduled to be debated at a 
committee hearing.  This information is 
provided to all the committee members.   
 
The RTS system is the ideal way to con-
tact committee members prior to a com-
mittee hearing.  Once your RTS account 
has been set up, it only takes a few 
mouse clicks to “vote” and comment on 
a bill. 

AzCDL Membership Benefits 

RTS accounts can only be set up using 
an official RTS terminal at either the 
Capitol in Phoenix or the State offices in 
Tucson.  If you are an AzCDL member 
in good standing, we will be happy to 
assist you in creating an RTS account.  

For more information about using RTS, 
contact Fred at treasurer@azcdl.org. 

AzCDL’s 
Legislative Action Center 

Once a bill passes out of committee, it 
is normally scheduled for a Committee 
of the Whole (COW) hearing where all 
the legislators in the chamber (House or 
Senate) can debate the merits of the bill 
and offer amendments.  After passing 
out of a COW hearing, a bill must sur-
vive a formal “Third Read” vote before it 
can leave the chamber. 
 
The COW hearing and Third Read pre-
sent ideal times for you to contact your 
legislators to tell them you want them to 
vote for pro-rights bills and against bad 
bills. 
 
We have an “app” for that.  It’s our Leg-
islative Action Center. 

http://cqrcengage.com/azcdl/issues 

As key bills are scheduled for COW 
hearings and floor votes, we prepare 
emails targeted to your Senator or Rep-
resentatives.  All that’s left is for you to 
do is send your personalized email.  
 
You can send your message as is or 
add your comments.  All it takes is a 
few mouse clicks to make your voice 
heard. 

Activism Works! 

We cannot overemphasize the impact 
of contacting your legislators.  When  
they are inundated with constituent 
emails, it gets their attention and can 
affect how they vote. 
 
Historically, support for pro-rights legis-
lation comes from Republicans.  This 
year, Republicans have a thin 17 to 13 
majority in the Senate.  For a bill to 
pass, it must have support of the major-
ity of the 30 Senators.  That equates to 
16 votes.  If just 2 of the Republican 
Senators vote against a bill, or are not 
present for the vote, it cannot pass.   
 
The sad reality is that there are Repub-
lican Senators unwilling to support your 
right to keep and bear arms unless they 
hear from you.  It’s up to all of us to 
remind all our Senators (and Repre-
sentatives) that we are watching and 
expect them to support bills we want 
passed.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Snooze—We Lose 

Arizona became a state in 1912 with a 
Constitution that says our right to bear 
arms “shall not be impaired.” Over 100 
years later, we find ourselves fighting to 
restore that right after a century of apa-
thy has allowed much of it to be legislat-
ed away.  Don’t believe it?  What do 
you think would happen it you if you 
openly carried your pistol and ignored 
the “no guns” sign at your local MVD 
office, or when you vote, or pick up your 
kid from school, or when you visit the 
local steak house?   
 
It was just a little over 7 years ago that 
if your shirt covered your firearm you 
were breaking the law unless you first 
begged for government permission via 
a “permit,” despite what the Arizona 
Constitution said about “shall not be 
impaired.”  AzCDL changed that in 
2010 with the passage of Constitutional 
Carry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The status quo is unacceptable.  We 
can further restore and protect our Con-
stitutional rights—but only with your 
help.   
 
When you receive an Action Alert from 
AzCDL—take action.  Don’t expect the 
“other guy” to do it for you.  We’ve done 
the heavy lifting at the Capitol, but your 
emails to legislators and RTS votes are 
what really determines the fate of any 
bill.  Not getting our email alerts?  Sub-
scribe here. 

http://www.azcdl.org/html/ 
subscribe_to_alerts.html 

Helping Us Help You 
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http://www.azcdl.org/html/bill_tracking.html
http://www.azcdl.org/html/bill_tracking.html
http://cqrcengage.com/azcdl/issues
http://www.azcdl.org/html/subscribe_to_alerts.html
http://www.azcdl.org/html/subscribe_to_alerts.html
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Imagine the police showing up at your 
house demanding that you surrender all 
you firearms and you can’t have them 
back for a year.  Not because you com-
mitted any crime but because your 
neighbor was upset and obtained a Civil 
Injunction against you. 

This has happened 

In 2015, Glendale, Arizona, police con-
fiscated the firearms of disabled Navy 
Veteran Rick Bailey.  No crime had 
been committed.  The firearms confis-
cations was the result of a civil injunc-
tion requested by his neighbor. 
 
Rick’s neighbor was upset with him for 
filing a complaint with the city about 
parking his dump trucks in the neigh-
borhood cul-de-sac where they both 
lived.   The neighbor retaliated by filing 
for a Civil Injunction Against Harass-
ment claiming that Rick had threatened 
him.  After hearing the neighbor’s com-
plaint, where Rick was not present, the 
judge ordered the confiscation of all of 
Rick’s firearms. 
 
Eventually, with help from the Second 
Amendment Foundation  and Phoenix 
Attorney Marc J. Victor, Rick was able 
to have the injunction vacated and his 
firearms returned to him.  However, it 
took six months and cost $5,000 with 
an even greater emotional toll. 

This could happen to you 

Under Arizona law (ARS 12-1809) it’s 
fairly easy to obtain a civil injunction 
against you.  It starts with a petition to a 

them to prohibit the defendant “from 
possessing, purchasing, or receiving 
firearms for the duration of the order.” 
 
So much for your right to keep an bear 
arms, due process or the rule of law. 

In today’s world where it seems every-
one is hyper-sensitive about their feel-
ings and wears victim status like a 
badge of honor, you could easily find 
yourself facing the same ordeal that 
Rick Bailey did.  Can you afford it? 
 
Unfortunately, because of another Ari-
zona bill, HB 2249, that is currently be-
ing fast-tracked through the Legislature, 
Civil Injunction filings may soon be elec-
tronically transmitted to the federal crim-
inal databases that are accessed by 
NICS when you purchase a firearm.  A 
civil disagreement with a neighbor could 
make you a prohibited possessor. 
 
One of the bills AzCDL requested this 
year is SB 1186.  This proposed legisla-
tion would raise the standard of evi-
dence and bar the courts from seizing 
your firearms in cases involving a civil 
injunction against harassment.  With 
your help we can work to restore the 
rule of law and protect your right to keep 
and bear arms in civil cases. 

===== 

Special thanks to activist Mike Palmer 
for providing research and background 
information on this subject.  In 2017 
Mike filed a petition to repeal ARPOP 
Rule 25(g) .  Not unexpectedly, it was 
denied. 

This could happen to you! 

local magistrate, justice of the peace or 
superior court judge.  There is no fee to 
file and your presence (as defendant) in 
court is not required.   
 
The court may issue a civil injunction if 
the petitioner meets minimal require-
ments  to show they are merely 
“alarmed, annoyed or harassed” by 
your actions. 
 
The civil injunction statute does not 
authorize the seizure of your firearms.  
However, the Arizona Supreme Court 
created  Rule 25(g) of the Arizona 
Rules of Protective Order Procedure 
(ARPOP) requiring the lower courts to 
“ask the plaintiff about the defendant's 
use of or access to firearms” and allow 

https://www.theblaze.com/news/2015/04/01/disabled-navy-vet-left-devastated-after-all-of-his-guns-are-confiscated-and-he-still-cant-believe-why
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/arizona-navy-vet-gets-guns-back-thanks-saf-300081076.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/arizona-navy-vet-gets-guns-back-thanks-saf-300081076.html
https://attorneyforfreedom.com/attorney-for-freedom-marc-j-victor
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/12/01809.htm
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/GetDocumentPdf/458339
http://www.azcourts.gov/Rules-Forum/aft/685
https://govt.westlaw.com/azrules/Document/N53C552F05D9111E59A6FA0E7621BBFF0?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)

